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STARTED THE YEAR ON A HIGH NOTE
The year 2022 started on a high note with all the team
members geared up to make a huge impact in protecting
and empowering vulnerable girls in Zimbabwe. On the 8th
of January, Voice of the Girl-Child Trust (VGCT) held its
2022 kick off meeting where the foundation for 2022 was
laid and we discussed about the status of VGCT: where it
was coming from, what it has achieved and where it is
going. The Programs Director introduced our 5 pillar
programs: Friends for Girls Program (F4G), Girl Power
Program, Her Rights Program, HIV/AIDS Intervention
Program and Hope in Disability Program, and appointed
the 5 program leaders.

MEET OUR FOUNDER
Rodhina is a feminist, a proponent of girl child rights, a
certified public speaker, and a YALI RLC fellow who is
motivated by a deep love for mankind, service to her
motherland, and the empowerment of girls
She is also the Partnership Liaison of Zimbabwe Autism
Centre, an organization that works to enhance the lives of
all people in Zimbabwe who are impacted by autism.

HATCLIFF TEEN MOTHERS OUTREACH
On the 31st of January 2022, our Friends for Girls Program in partnership
with Global Shapers Harare, Vessel of Love and Rising Hope Foundation
visited twenty teenage mothers in Hatcliff for needs assessment and
donation. It was a priceless moment as well as an emotional experience as
we engaged in a cordial discussion and teenage mothers shared their
experiences while some gave testimonials of how the society and family
has neglected them and how that has only worsened their plight. Some of
the challenges they pointed out include stigmatisation, domestic violence,
giving up on life as well as failing to provide for their kids as jobless single
young mothers. The young mothers were happy to receive each sanitary
kit, baby clothes and a small grocery hamper. They further requested for
projects that can capacitate them to be self-sufficient. It was also noted
that some of them needed counselling and continued support as teenage
marriages has suffocated their inner person and affected their hope and
confidence

BREAKING THE GENDER BIAS
On the 8th of March, Voice of the Girl-Child Trust together with
PreshyValsh Hope Foundation joined in celebrating International
Women’s Day (IWD) and breaking the gender bias. It was an insightful
event as different representatives and feminists from different
organisations engaged in the discussion on the topic, ‘Gender equality
today for a sustainable tomorrow. ‘

VGCT JOINED CONSORTIUM OF ZIMBABWE CHARITIES(COZC)
On the 30th of April, Voice of the Girl-Child Trust attended the Consortium of
Zimbabwe Charities Symposium and became a member of the consortium. It
was a great platform for networking and learning from different
organisations as they were more than 15 charity organisations. We believe in
synergies and power in numbers
COZC is an exclusive organization dedicated to unifying charity organizations
in Zimbabwe. It was founded in the UK by Zimbabweans doing charity work
that directly impacts Zimbabwe.

SUPPORTING GIRLS’ EDUCATION
Girls are the most vulnerable section of the society. They are
prone to sexual, physical as well as mental abuse. Educating
them will put a full stop to all such practices and it will make
them more capable of defending themselves (Alice Parker).
On the 5th of April, VGCT under one of its programs (Girl Power
Program) donated school shoes to 20 girls at Beta Primary
School in Mt Hampden Zvimba District. Girls were happy to
receive each a pair of school shoes and to learn that girls who
are educated have a greater awareness of their rights; they are
more likely to stand up for themselves in male dominated
cultures and to advocate for their rights. An educated girl can
make her own decisions, she has confidence and freedom to
make decisions that affect her life.
Girl Power Program seeks to promote girl child education by
providing school supplies to vulnerable girls and to act as a
beacon to the society and government in enlightening them
that education is the key factor for girls’ empowerment,
prosperity, development and welfare and that educated girls
are part of the resources of the country, they also help to
contribute to the economy and the advantages are many

FIGHTING HIV STIGMA WITH ADOLESCENT GIRLS IN HATFIELD
Our HIV/AIDS Intervention Program conducted a one-day
workshop with adolescent girls at Highfield Poly Clinic under SouthWestern District on the 21st of May. The event went well, and issues
discussed include among others, benefits of adhering to
medication, empowerment as way of dealing with stigma, advised
to improve health seeking behaviors and importance of girls to
know their rights to safeguard themselves from harmful societal
practices. All these are in line with NAC's 95-95-95 agenda to end
HIV by 2030.
HIV/AIDS Intervention Program aims at reducing the rate of
transmission of HIV/AIDS and sexually transmitted diseases
targeting adolescent girls. This will be achieved by encouraging
voluntary counselling and testing to adolescent girls and it further
seeks to provide psychosocial support to girls living with HIV.
A generation of healthy people is certain!

THE GOROMONZI PAD DRIVE WAS ON FIRE
On the 6th of April, our Friends for Girls Program (F4G) conducted a
menstrual health talk with girls at Xtreme Transformation Children’s
Home in Goromonzi and also donated sanitary kits to the girls. We
managed to facilitate a discussion on menstrual hygiene and the
importance of character (hunhu/ ubuntu) for a girl child. The event
was attended by a schoolteacher at which the girls learn at, and she
requested that VGCT should conduct more discussions for many
other girls at the school and the community. We look forward to
impacting the lives of more girls as we continue to fight period
taboos and uphold menstrual hygiene
F4G Program seeks to break period taboos by inducing menstrual
talks in different communities as well as teach girls about menstrual
health. It also seeks to eradicate period poverty by pulling out
resources from well-wishers and provide donations of sanitary kits
to combat period poverty

FROM OUR FOUNDER TO YOU
The year 2022 started with a lot of promise. We had hope, we all had dreams, who wouldn’t have hopes and
dreams. Our dream and hope are to grow big and make a huge impact in tackling harmful practices affecting
the girl child in our society. As VGCT, we managed to appoint 5 program leaders and recruit 50 volunteers.
More enquiries are still coming even after closing the application period. Our organisation is growing bigger
and broader each month
Despite all the many challenges we faced during the six months, VGCT remained focused on the journey
ahead. We owe it to our team and volunteers for their hard work and diligence. Our special thanks go to Miss
Grace Chryssomallis for her gracious donations and for supporting our vision. To our partner organisations
and sponsors, I would like to thank you on behalf of VGCT for your cooperation and support.
Lastly, I would like to take this opportunity to thank you all for your support in the months gone by. Our
organisation remains strong, and we remain focused on delivering on our promises. I would like to assure you
that we will continue to fight for a gender just society by protecting and empowering vulnerable girls in
Zimbabwe
Yours Sincerely,
Rodhina Madzima

